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Policy for Primary Foreign Languages 
 
 
“Learning a language enriches the curriculum.  It provides excitement, enjoyment and 
challenge for children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to 
develop positive attitudes to language learning throughout life.  The natural links 
between languages and other areas of the curriculum can enhance the overall 
teaching and learning experience.  The skills, knowledge and understanding gained 
can make a major contribution to the development of children’s oracy and literacy 
and to their understanding of their own culture/s and those of others.”  The Key 
Stage 2 Framework for Languages (DfES 2005), Part Two page 4. 
 

This policy is based on the National Curriculum 2014. 

As a school we have chosen to study French. 

 

 
Implementation 

Children are encouraged and supported to develop their speaking and listening 

skills through conversational work, singing activities and games. As confidence 

and skill grows, children record their work through pictures, captions and 

sentences.  

  

-displays are used to remind children of key vocabulary 

-practical activities, songs and games are used to help improve memory and 

recall. 

-In the classroom whether possible instructions are given in French to expose 

children to the language as much as possible and I day to day contexts.    

-Visual prompts are used to support children in translating new vocabulary. 

-Word mats/ Knowledge organisers are available for children to have out on 

desks to support their learning and recap previous learning. 

-How it is assessed: 

We strive to ensure that our pupil’s attainment is in line or exceeds their 
potential when we consider the varied starting points of all our children. The 
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learning challenges used and progression girds used to plan and teach MFL, 

ensure that children are accessing work at age related expectations, with 

regular opportunities to be challenged through higher-level objectives.  

 
  

Impact 

French is monitored by subject leaders throughout all year groups using a 

variety of strategies such as book scrutinises, lesson observations, staff 

discussions and pupil interviews.  Feedback is given to teachers and leaders use 

the information to see if the children know more and remember more.  

 
 

Rationale for teaching languages    
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 To provide an understanding of other cultures and languages 

 To enrich the curriculum and develop positive attitudes to language 

teaching 

 To stimulate children’s creativity 

 To support oracy and literacy 

 To support and celebrate the international dimension 

 

Aims 

 

 To foster an interest in learning another language 

 To become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure 

differs from one language to another 

 To develop speaking and listening skills 

 To understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety 

of authentic sources 

 To speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, improving 

the accuracy of pronunciation and intonation 

 To write at varying lengths for different audiences and purposes 

 To gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement 

 To explore and apply strategies to improve their learning 

 To explore their own cultural identities and those of others 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

 

 Practical, active and fun lessons 

 Aim to use a balance of whole class, group and independent learning 

activities 

 Encourage the children to use and apply their learning in other areas of 

the curriculum eg. ICT, PE, Music, Artists 

 Lessons will be delivered by the class teacher, with support from the 

Primary Foreign Languages subject leader. 

 Y4/5 French lessons delivered by Mrs Scragg 

 Y6 French lessons delivered by Mrs Farren 

 Input from Deans Trust High School – taster days and language 
activity sessions held at the high school. 
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 Entitlement is one hour per week, which will comprise of 30 minutes 

discrete teaching and 30 minutes across the curriculum eg. Classroom 

routines – register, date, greetings, instructions 

 Lessons to include: 

 learning vocabulary 

 asking and answering questions 

 using bilingual dictionaries 

 teaching and learning basic French grammar and spelling patterns 

 playing games and learning songs 

 using the vocabulary taught, in role play situations 

 researching and learning about life in France 

 writing phrases and sentences 

 

 

Planning 

 

The Key Stage 2 Languages Framework will be used as the basis for 

implementing the requirements of the programme of study for Primary Foreign 

Languages. 

 

Long Term – Lightbulb Languages scheme (file prepared for each KS2 class by 

CA) 

 

Medium Term – Main teaching objectives for each term 

 

Short Term – Each lesson 

 

Inclusion 

 

Learning opportunities will be provided for all children, where the challenge of 

the task will be matched to the ability of the child.   

Differentiation will be provided through open-ended tasks and tasks of 

increasing difficulty, within ability groups and through peer support. 

Resources 

A wide variety of resources is used: 

Early Start 1 & 2 Scheme 

French with a Story – CD 

A selection of Big Books 

Take 10 - French songs and actions 

Light Bulb Languages website 
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Internet resources 

 

Assessment 

(Ongoing and of a formative nature) 

Assessment is carried out informally, in order evaluate what children have 

learned and to establish next steps. The key areas are Listening and Responding, 

Speaking, Reading and Responding and Writing. 

Short Term 

Evaluate each lesson against the objective(s). 

Written and/or verbal feedback may be given to help guide the children’s 
progress 

Older children may be encouraged to make judgments about how they could 

improve their own work. 

Medium Term 

Progress will be measured against the key objectives to inform/assist the 

planning for the next unit of work. 

Long Term 

At the end of the school year a summary of the child’s progress will be reported 
to parents.  Targets may be set for the next school year. 

 

The assessments will be based on the progression statements and learning 

objectives from the Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages. 

These fall into 3 main areas by year group: Oracy, Literacy and Intercultural 

Understanding. 

Self assessment may be carried out using the “I can” statements from the 
European Language Portfolio (ELP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Development 

 

 Initial INSET in September 2009 with training provided by Jane Hegadus 

(Advisor) 

 

The subject leader has attended a 3-day Improvers Course (March 2010) and an 

update of the New Curriculum 2014 in November 2015. 
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A Foreign Languages Network has been set up between Up Holland High School 

Language Staff and Language Subject Leaders from its feeder Primary Schools.  

This aims to support Primary Staff and to inform High School Staff of 

achievements in Primary Schools. 

 

Mrs Aydin is a member of the Languages cohort of primary school teachers – 
meeting (pre covid) termly at UpHolland High School to discuss and share 

practice. 

 

Mrs Aydin attended Language training course 2019 – Woodlands Site  

 

 

Monitoring and Review 

 

The policy will be reviewed regularly, in line with statutory requirements. 

 

 

 

Caroline Aydin – Subject Leader 

September 2020 

 

 

 

 


