
 
 
 
 

Science  
Children will learn: 

Habitats and Life Cycles 

 Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 

insect and a bird 

 Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 

 Find out about the work of naturalists David Attenborough and Jane 

Goodall 

Skills: 

Observe and compare the life cycles of plants and animals in the local 

environment with plants and animals in the rainforest 

Suggest reasons for similarities and differences 

    Comparing how different animals reproduce and grow 

     Observe changes in an animal over a period of time (hatching and rearing 

chicks)  

 

Earth and Space 

 Describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the 

Sun in the solar system 

 Describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth 

 Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 

 Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night 

 Understand it is not safe to look at the Sun even when wearing dark 

glasses 

Skills: 

Compare the time of day at different places on the Earth through internet 

links and direct communication 

Create simple models of the solar system 

Construct simple shadow clocks and sundials, calibrated to show midday and 

the start and end of the school day 

Find out why some people think that structures such as Stonehenge might 

have been used as astronomical clocks (research) 
 

History 
Children will learn: 

Pre-teach vocabulary 

Be able to place the Maya Civilisation on a chronological framework and make connections to 

the history previously studied  

Use an artefact led enquiry to 

 ask and answer enquiry questions and to record relevant information 

 find out about the social, cultural and religious beliefs of Mayan society 

 find out about everyday life in Mayan civilisation 

 identify significant places in Mayan society 

 find out about reasons for rise and fall of the Mayan civilisation 

 note significant places and individuals in the Mayan history 

 consider aspects of wars and warfare in Mayan civilisation 

  understand the overall achievements in relation to the Mayan civilisation 

Skills 

Chronology 

Identify where people, places and periods fit into a chronological framework by analysing 

connections, changes, trends and contrasts over time. 

 Establish clear chronological narratives across periods and within themes e.g. transport, 

beliefs, homes etc. 

Communication 

Describe and explain significant aspects of non-European societies as well as settlements in 

Britain 

Events. People and Change 

A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – Maya 

Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources 

Give some reasons for contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 

 

Geography  
Children will learn: 

 Locate South America and the Amazon basin region 

 To describe the physical features of areas in South America and surrounding areas (North America) 

 To ask/answer causal  geographical questions relating to the area eg Why are rainforests being cut 

down?  How does it matter? 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital maps at a range of scales to locate countries and features 

studied 

 To use secondary sources accurately  

 To draw plans and maps at a range of scales 

 To explore the natural environment focusing on the diversity of the plants and animals in this area 

 Describe and understand the key aspects of rivers (Amazon) 

 Describe and understand key aspects of the physical geography including climate zones, biomes, 

vegetation belt and rivers. 

 Describe and understand the types of settlement, land use, economic trade including trade links and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 

 Develop views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to geographical issues or events in the news. 

 How does this region compare and contrast with the Lake District and Campania? 

Skills:  

Mapping 

Interpret and use thematic maps 

Recognise different map projections 

 

Communication 

Use more precise geographical language relating to the physical and human processes detailed in the PoS eg 

rainforest and desert when learning about biomes 

Develop their views and attitudes to critically evaluate responses to events in the news eg the deforestation of 

the rainforest 

 

Art (Collage/3D) 

Children will learn:  

 To develop ideas from a visual stimulus – Henri Rousseau 

 To record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first hand observation and to explore 

ideas for different purposes. 

 To question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and ideas to use in their work. 

 To collect visual and other information to help them develop their ideas, including using a sketchbook and 

mood boards.  

 To explore a range of materials and techniques  – wax crayon, tissue paper, paint, collage, print 

 To create a 3D sculpture representing the rainforest using a range of materials. 

 To say what you think and feel about others’ work 

 To adapt work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further. 

Skills: 

 Exploring and Developing Ideas-select and record from first hand observations, imagination and experience 

and explore ideas for different purposes. Annotate and make thoughtful observations about their work. 

Explore the roles and purposes of artists craftspeople and designers working in different times an cultures. 

 Drawing-Lines, marks, tone form and texture –use both dry and wet media to experiment mark-making 

effects. Explore mixing and blending techniques using coloured pencils. Use different techniques for 

different purposes. Start to develop style using tonal contrast and mixed media 

 Perspective and composition – begin to develop awareness of composition e.g. scale, proportion, foreground, 

middle ground and background.  

 Collage – Add collage to painted printed or drawn background. Use a range of media to create collages. Use 

different techniques, colours and textures. Use collage as a means of extending work from initial ideas. 

 3D – shape, form, model and construct from observation or imagination. Plan a sculpture through drawing and 

other preparatory work. Use recycled, man-made and natural materials to create sculptures.   

 Evaluating and developing work – Compare ideas of their own and others’ work and state how they feel about 
it. Adapt work according to views and describe how they might develop it further.  

 

 

 
 

 

Computing 

Children will follow the Purple Mash scheme of work 3D modelling and concept 

maps topics. 

 

Skills 

 To select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 

services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a 3D model. 

 Evaluate the need for visual representation when generating and 

discussing complex ideas. 

 To create a collaborative concept map and present it to an audience. 

Online Safety – Health, Well-being and Lifestyle, Privacy and Security, 

Copyright and Ownership (Educated for a Connected World – see 

progression within document) column 6 

The Amazon Rainforest – 
Y5 

 

 

 

  

PSHE 

Fake is a mistake 

 

 Exploring how shame can make us want to hide how we really feel; how 

images we see online and in the media don’t always represent reality; 
knowing who we can trust to be vulnerable and open with; how feedback 

can help us grow; considering how fake goods affect the UK. 

 

No way through isn’t true 

 

 Demonstrating that ‘No way through isn’t true’; how to change our 
attitudes to help us believe ‘No way through isn’t true’; looking at the 
power of Hope and how it can keep us going; risk versus danger, how 

can we safely go after our dreams; how the successes we achieve on 

the inside can often be greater than those seen on the outside.  



 

MFL 
 

 

Children should be taught to 

• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 

sound and meaning of words 

• Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of 

others; seek clarification and help 

• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

• Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

• Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

• Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

• Write phrases from memory and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clearly 

• Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

More able: 

• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 

relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key 

features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how 

these differ from or are similar to English 

 

Olympics (i) 

Clothes (i) 

Music 
Children will learn to: 

 

· Understanding blues music and its history. 

 

· How is music made? Exploring and creating our own musical instruments. 

 

· Exploring sound. Composing music for film. 

 

· Performing with tuned percussion as an ensemble. 

 

· Performing as a solo. 

 

· Creating a graphic score to represent music visually. 


