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Communication and language (Prime) Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

(Prime) 

Maths (Specific) 

Expressive arts and Design (Specific) 

Physical Development (Prime) 

St Thomas the Martyr 
Nursery 

Summer 1 – Traditional Fairy Tales 

This half term we will be looking at a variety of 

Traditional Tales including The Gingerbread Man, Jack 

and the Bean stalk, the little Red Hen and the 3 little 

pigs. We will be talking about the different characters 

in the stories and supporting the children to take on the 

different roles in these stories and re-enact them.  We 

will use the stage to practice using new ‘story language’ 
developed throughout the new topic. We will look at the 

structure of stories and how Traditional Tales often 

start and end. 

What you can do to help? Read a selection of fairy 

tales to the children and ask the children to tell you 

which is their favourite and why they liked it. Give your 

child instructions to follow. Allow your child to talk 

more, can they ask for something at the shops/a bus 

ticket etc? 

We will be introducing feelings stones to the children so 

that they are aware of a variety of different feelings and 

empathising with the characters in the stories we read.   

We will be encouraging the children to talk about the 

behaviours of the characters in the story and talk about 

how we think that they could have behaved e.g. should 

Goldilocks have gone into someone else's house? 

We will be continuing to reinforce all the rules that we 

follow in nursery and deepen our understanding of why we 

need to follow our rules each day. 

What can you do to help?  

Read traditional stories with your child at home and talk 

about the different characters, how some are bad, how 

some are good and talk about how this makes the other 

characters feel.  Has your child ever felt this way? Talk 

about how you are proud of something they have done. 

We will use our mud kitchen to make meals for the characters from the 

traditional tales stories such as the troll from the Three Billy Goats Gruff! We 

will continue to use different mediums such as paint, chalk, oil pastels, play 

dough etc to create simple representations such as gingerbread men.  
We will also be using our outdoor music area to create and perform our own 

‘traditional tale’ songs.  
What you can do to help? Encourage your child to create their favourite fairy 

tale character using recyclable materials. 

This half term we will hopefully spend more time 

outside as the weather warms up! We will use 

the crates to build houses for characters and 

use our bridge to retell The Billy goat’s gruff 
story. 

We also plan on doing lots of cooking and baking 

this half term, e.g. gingerbread and bread. 

We will continue with our weekly PE lessons on a 

Monday and Friday, so please remember to come 

to school in your PE kits.  

The children will take part in planned finger fun 

activities to strengthen their fingers ready for 

using pencils and other tools. What you can do 

to help? When you take your child to the park 

talk to them about how their body feels when 

they are exercising. Use brushes outside and 

write numbers and letter names together. 
 

We will be continuing to work on number 

recognition and matching quantities to the 

correct number. We will also begin to order items 

based on size, talking about the size of 

characters houses and footprints etc. Children 

will be encouraged to measure using a range of 

objects, such as rulers, cubes, and string. 

Positional language and shape will be focused on 

as we talk about the settings in the story, 

following treasure hunts and creating maps. 

Children will be encouraged to use positional 

language when talking about where 

items/characters in the story are. 

What can you do to help? Talk about the size or 

position of items in your house or out and about. 

Show your child a number and ask them to get you 

that number of things. 
 

Understanding the world (specific) 

We will be planting up our growing garden. The children will have to water 

the plants and weed the beds. We will be comparing our houses to others 

and explore materials to build a house for story characters. We will be 

exploring the Bee Bots and making them move to a variety of different 
places from our stories. We will be looking at friendship in our RE sessions, 

we will be talking about what makes a good friend and how Jesus was a good 

friend. What can you do to help? Ask your children to tell you about the 

changes they can see outside. Grow plants and flowers at home and email 

any pictures to us.  

Literacy (Specific) 

This half term we have chosen some specific 

traditional tales to focus on. We will be 

encouraging the children to re-tell these stories 

using puppets and dressing up clothes. The 

children will create wanted posters of the 

‘baddies’, describing the characters and write 

messages and lists from other characters. We 

will learn about the features of traditional tales 

and we will really concentrate on forming some 

letters. We are looking for children to begin to 

be aware of the sounds words start with and 

become able to blend sounds together. Children 

will also begin to work on sounding out words 

using robot talk. 

What you can do to help? Read a variety of 

traditional tales to your children, encourage 

them to predict what they think might 

happen in the stories just by looking at the 

front cover. Encourage your child to form 

the letters in their name correctly. Listen to, 

and talk about, the sounds in words. 

 



 


